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SUBJECT: NEW BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW DELHI 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH 
OFFICE HAS ANNOUNCED THE APPOINTMENT OF JOHN THOMSON, 
ASSISTANT UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENSE AND ARMS 
CONTROL, AS THE NEW BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW 
DELHI. 

2. BORN IN 1927 IN SCOTLAND, THOMSON RECEIVED HIS SEC- 
ONDARY EDUCATION MAINLY IN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES 
AND LATER GRADUATED FROM ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY AND CAM- 
RIDGE UNIVERSITY. HE SERVED IN THE ROYAL NAVY FROM 
1945-1948. 

3. THOMSON ENTERED THE FOREIGN SERVICE IN 1950 AND 
STUDIED ARABIC. HE SERVED IN JIDDA, DAMASCUS AND THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE. IN 1958 THOMSON WAS APPOINTED PRIVATE 
SECRETARY TO THE PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY. FROM 1960- 
1964 HE SERVED AS FIRST SECRETARY (WHERE, INTER ALIA, HE 
REPRESENTED UK IN BERLIN QUADRIPARTITE PLANNING GROUP) 

IN WASHINGTON, RETURNING THEN TO SUCCEED SIR MICHAEL 
PAT .USER AS HEAD OF FCO PLANNING STAFF. IN 1968 HE 
MOVED TO THE CABINET OFFICE AS CHIEF OF THE ASSESSMENTS 
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TO NATO (MINISTER), RETURNING TO THE FCO IN 1973 AS 
ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY. DURING THEIR EARLY STAGES, 

HE WAS CHIEF BRITISH SPOKESMAN FOR MBFR TALKS. HE HAS 
USUALLY ACTED AS UK "EXPERT" AT NATO SALT CONSULTATIONS. 

HE HAS RECENTLY SPARKPLUGGED BRITISH PARTICIPATION IN 
NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS TALKS. 

4. IN 1953 HE MARRIED ELIZABETH ANNE MCCLURE WHO WAS 
BORN IN PENNSYLVANIA AND RETAINS HER US CITIZENSHIP. 

THEY HAVE THREE SONS AND A DAUGHTER. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

5. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: THOMSON'S APPOINTMENT TO NEW 
DELHI (ONE OF BRITAIN'S DOZEN GRADE 1 POSTS) AT THE EAR- 
LY AGE OF 49 (HE LOOKS AT LEAST 10 YEARS YOUNGER) IS A 
MAJOR PROMOTION. HIS ASSIGNMENT TO NEW DELHI WILL BROAD- 
EN HIS SCOPE BEYOND EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST. ACCOR- 
DING TO SOME FCO SOURCES, THOMSON HAS THE INSIDE TRACK 
TO BECOME PERMANENT UNDER-SECRETARY, THE TOP JOB IN THE 
BRITISH FOREIGN SERVICE, WHEN SIR MICHAEL PALLISER RE- 
TIRES SOME YEARS HENCE. HE MUST ALSO BE RECKONED AS A 
POTENTIAL BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. 

6. THOMSON, WHO NOW HOLDS FCO POSITION WHICH IS MOST 
NEARLY EQUIVALENT TO DIRECTOR OF PM IN DEPARTMENT, HAS 
BECOME ONE OF BRITAIN'S PRINCIPAL SPECIALISTS IN IMPOR- 
TANT NATO-NUCLEAR-ARMS CONTROL-POLITICO-MILITARY COMPLEX 
OF ISSUES. HE IS WELL KNOWN TO MOST US OFFICIALS WHO 

HAVE WORKED IN THESE AREAS AS AN ACTIVIST, IMAGINATIVE, 
ARTICULATE, HARD-WORKING DIPLOMAT. HE TENDS TO BE SER- 
IOUS AND IF HE HAS ANY DEFICIENCIES IT IS IN SENSE OF 
HUMOR, INCLUDING PARTICULARLY ABOUT HIMSELF. END CONFI- 
DENTIAL. 

7. PARENTHETICALLY, BOTH THOMSON’S FATHER AND GRAND- 
FATHER WERE NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS IN PHYSICS. 
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